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When the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act, some saw the decision as a textbook example of
neutral judicial decision making, noting that a Republican Chief Justice joined the Court’s Democratic
appointees to uphold most provisions of the ACA. Others characterized the decision as the latest example of
partisan justice and cited the actions of a bloc of the Court’s Republican appointees, who voted to strike
down the statute in its entirety. Still others argued that the ACA’s fate ultimately hinged not on the Court but
on the outcome of the 2012 election. These interpretations reflect larger stories about judicial politics that
have emerged in polarized America. Are judges neutral legal umpires, unaccountable partisan activists, or
political actors whose decisions conform to—rather than challenge—the democratic will?

Drawing on a sweeping survey of litigation on abortion, affirmative action, gay rights, and gun rights across
the Clinton, Bush, and Obama eras, Thomas M. Keck argues that, while each of these stories captures part of
the significance of judicial politics in polarized times, each is also misleading. Despite judges’ claims, actual
legal decisions are not the politically neutral products of disembodied legal texts. But neither are judges
“tyrants in robes,” undermining democratic values by imposing their own preferences. Just as often, judges
and the public seem to be pushing in the same direction. As for the argument that the courts are powerless
institutions, Keck shows that their decisions have profound political effects. And, while advocates on both
the left and right engage constantly in litigation to achieve their ends, neither side has consistently won.
Ultimately, Keck argues, judges respond not simply as umpires, activists, or political actors, but in light of
distinctive judicial values and practices.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Judicial Politics in Polarized Times as the daily resource
information.

Ida Shrout:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Judicial Politics in Polarized Times it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Donna Moore:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Judicial Politics in Polarized Times your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The
Judicial Politics in Polarized Times giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Juan Gilbert:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Judicial Politics in Polarized Times can give you a
lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Judicial Politics in Polarized Times.
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