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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject Information Management, grade: 1,7, Pforzheim University,
course: Informationmanagement, language: English, abstract: In the past decades a coming-together of the
technological networks that connect computers on the Internet and the social networks that have linked
humans took place. Sites like Facebook, LinkedIn, MySpace, Wikipedia or YouTube have led to changes in
our styles of communication. A growing pattern of movement through online spaces to form connections
with others, build virtual communities, and engage self-expression can be observed (Kleinberg (2008), p.
66).

Basic structure of so called Online Social Networks (OSN) consists of individuals who are linked to the
others in the same network. The aims which users persecute by joining OSN are as multifaceted as the
number of different OSN-websites. LinkedIn, for example, helps people building professional connections;
Friendster however aims to help people building personal relationships for making friends etc. Also eBay,
probably the world’s largest online auction site, might be the largest OSN (Chau / Pandit / Wang / Faloutsos
(2007), p. 1283).

Impressive is particularly that in recent years social networking has moved from niche phenomenon to mass
adoption, with enormous growth rates. It was not unusual for successful social networking sites to experience
periods of viral growth with participation expanding at rates topping 20 percent a month (Gross / Acquisti
(2005), unpaged). So OSN are now among the most visited sites on the Web (Mislove / Koppula / Gummadi
/ Druschel / Bhattacharjee (2008), unpaged).

The main purpose of this paper is to give an overview on OSN and point out a prospective relevance for
business aspects. Therefore, we give a brief definition of OSN and present necessary basics in chapter two.
Chapter three focuses on the business relevance of OSN. The fourth chapter demonstrates possible benefits
and threats by using OSN. The paper ends with a final conclusion in Chapter five.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely Online Social Networks and their Business Relevance.

Gary Gonzales:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Online Social
Networks and their Business Relevance, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jessica Adkins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Online Social Networks and their Business Relevance why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Michele Stoney:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Online Social Networks and their
Business Relevance which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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