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"One of the most important mountaineering books to be written for many years." —Boardman-
Tasker Prize

See this book trailer for Freedom Climbers made by RMB Books, its
publisher in Canada, where the cover is slightly different from the
Mountaineers Books U.S. edition

* Behind the Iron Curtain, Cold War mountaineers found freedom on the world's highest peaks—and paid an
awful price to achieve it

* Winner of the Boardman-Tasker Prize, Banff Grand Prize, and American Alpine Club Literary Award

Freedom Climbers tells the story of Poland's truly remarkable mountaineers who dominated Himalayan
climbing during the period between the end of World War II and the start of the new millennium. The
emphasis here is on their "golden age" in the 1980s and 1990s when, despite the economic and social
baggage of their struggling country, Polish climbers were the first to tackle the world's highest mountains
during winter, including the first winter ascents on seven of the world's fourteen 8000-meter peaks: Everest,
Manaslu, Dhaulagiri, Cho Oyu, Kanchenjunga, Annapurna, and Lhotse. Such successes, however, came at a
serious cost: 80 percent of Poland's finest high-altitude climbers died on the high mountains during the same
period they were pursuing these first ascents.

Award-winning writer Bernadette McDonald addresses the social, political, and cultural context of this
golden age, and the hardships of life under Soviet rule. Polish climbers, she argues, were so tough because



their lives at home were so tough—they lost family members to World War II and its aftermath and were so
much more poverty-stricken than their Western counterparts that they made much of their own climbing
gear. While Freedom Climbers tells the larger story of an era, McDonald shares charismatic personal
narratives such as that of Wanda Rutkiewicz, expected to be the first woman to climb all 8000-meter peaks
until she disappeared on Kanchenjunga in 1992; Jerzy Kukuczka, who died in a fall while attempting the
south face of Lhotse; and numerous other renowned climbers including Voytek Kurtyka, Artur Hajzer,
Andrej Zawaka, and Krzysztof Wielicki.

This is a fascinating window into a different world, far-removed from modernity yet connected by the
strange allure of the mountain landscape, and a story of inspiring passion against all odds.

This title is part of our LEGENDS AND LORE series. Click here > to learn more.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

The book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining
a book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) to become your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of
Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jennifer Rogers:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish
Climbing (Legends and Lore) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of
Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends
and Lore). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Earl Quintana:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age
of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Freedom
Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Charles Gray:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and



Lore) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
ideal all of you.
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