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When the Puritans arrived in the New World to carry out the colonization they saw as divinely mandated,
they were confronted by the American wilderness. Part of their theology led them to view the natural
environment as “a temple of God” in which they should glorify and serve its creator. The larger prevailing
theological view, however, saw this vast continent as “the Devil’s Territories” needing to be conquered and
cultivated for God’s Kingdom. These contradictory designations gave rise to an ambivalence regarding the
character of this land and humanity’s proper relation to it.

 

Loving God’s Wildness rediscovers the environmental roots of America’s Puritan heritage. In tracing this
history, Jeffrey Bilbro demonstrates how the dualistic Christianity that the Puritans brought to America led
them to see the land as an empty wilderness that God would turn into a productive source of marketable
commodities. Bilbro carefully explores the effect of this dichotomy in the nature writings of Henry David
Thoreau, John Muir, Willa Cather, and Wendell Berry.

 

Thoreau, Muir, Cather, and Berry imaginatively developed the Puritan theological tradition to propose
practical, physical means by which humans should live and worship within the natural temple of God’s
creation. They reshaped Puritan dualism, each according to the particular needs of his or her own ecological
and cultural contexts, into a theology that demands care for the entire created community. While differing in
their approaches and respective ecological ethics, the four authors Bilbro examines all share the conviction
that God remains active in creation and that humans ought to relinquish their selfish ends to participate in his
wild ecology.

 

Loving God’s Wildness fills a critical gap in literary criticism and environmental studies by offering a
sustained, detailed argument regarding how Christian theology has had a profound and enduring legacy in
shaping the contours of the American ecological imagination. Literary critics, scholars of religion and
environmental studies, and thoughtful Christians who are concerned about environmental issues will profit
from this engaging new book.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

The book Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature
to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Loving God's
Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Genoveva Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Loving God's Wildness: The
Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Danny Jarosz:

Often the book Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature
will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Loving God's
Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kathryn Granger:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American
Literature can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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