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Between its founding in 1966 and its formal end in 1980, the Black Panther Party blazed a distinctive trail in
American political culture. The Black Panthers are most often remembered for their revolutionary rhetoric
and militant action. Here Alondra Nelson deftly recovers an indispensable but lesser-known aspect of the
organization's broader struggle for social justice: health care. The Black Panther Party's health activism--its
network of free health clinics, its campaign to raise awareness about genetic disease, and its challenges to
medical discrimination--was an expression of its founding political philosophy and also a recognition that
poor blacks were both underserved by mainstream medicine and overexposed to its harms.
Drawing on extensive historical research as well as interviews with former members of the Black Panther
Party, Nelson argues that the Party's focus on health care was both practical and ideological. Building on a
long tradition of medical self-sufficiency among African Americans, the Panthers' People's Free Medical
Clinics administered basic preventive care, tested for lead poisoning and hypertension, and helped with
housing, employment, and social services. In 1971, the party launched a campaign to address sickle-cell
anemia. In addition to establishing screening programs and educational outreach efforts, it exposed the racial
biases of the medical system that had largely ignored sickle-cell anemia, a disease that predominantly
affected people of African descent.
The Black Panther Party's understanding of health as a basic human right and its engagement with the social
implications of genetics anticipated current debates about the politics of health and race. That legacy--and
that struggle--continues today in the commitment of health activists and the fight for universal health care.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight
against Medical Discrimination. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important a new book Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against
Medical Discrimination. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Margaret Hall:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually Body and Soul: The
Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination.

Jordan Moore:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical
Discrimination why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Harley Campbell:

Beside this particular Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination
in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and
the Fight against Medical Discrimination because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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