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Contemporary art has never been so popular - but what is 'contemporary' about contemporary art? What is its
role today, and who is controlling its future?

Bloody toy soldiers, gilded shopping carts, and embroidered tents. Contemporary art is supposed to be a
realm of freedom where artists shock, break taboos, flout generally received ideas, and switch between
confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-dropping triviality. But away from
shock tactics in the gallery, there are many unanswered questions. Who is really running the art world? What
effect has America's growing political and cultural dominance had on art?

Julian Stallabrass takes us inside the international art world to answer these and other controversial
questions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's variety and apparent unpredictability lies a grim
uniformity. Its mysteries are all too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem.
Contemporary art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing slave of business and government.
This book is your antidote and will change the way you see contemporary art.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Lula Estes:

This Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Wilma Richards:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Tiffaney Serna:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Contemporary Art: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) become your own starter.

David Auman:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know



that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
can make you feel more interested to read.
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