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Gripping narrative nonfiction that tells the dramatic story of a remarkable young Texan pianist, Van Cliburn,
who played his way through the wall of fear built by the Cold War, won the hearts of the American and
Russian people, and eased tensions between two superpowers on the brink of nuclear war.

In 1958, an unheralded twenty-three-year-old piano prodigy from Texas named Van Cliburn traveled to
Moscow to compete in the First International Tchaikovsky Competition. The Soviets had no intention of
bestowing their coveted prize on an unknown American; a Russian pianist had already been chosen to win.
Yet when the gangly Texan with the shy grin took the stage and began to play, he instantly captivated an
entire nation.

The Soviet people were charmed by Van Cliburn’s extraordinary talent, passion, and fresh-faced innocence,
but it was his palpable love for the music that earned their devotion; for many, he played more like a Russian
than their own musicians. As enraptured crowds mobbed Cliburn’s performances, pressure mounted to award
him the competition prize. "Is he the best?" Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev demanded of the judges. "In
that case . . . give him the prize!"

Adored by millions in the USSR, Cliburn returned to a thunderous hero’s welcome in the USA and became,
for a time, an ambassador of hope for two dangerously hostile superpowers. In this thrilling, impeccably
researched account, Nigel Cliff recreates the drama and tension of the Cold War era, and brings into focus
the gifted musician and deeply compelling figure whose music would temporarily bridge the divide between
two dangerously hostile powers.
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From reader reviews:

Doris McNeal:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Moscow Nights:
The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and His Piano Transformed the Cold War is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Delores Saenz:

Often the book Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and His Piano Transformed the Cold
War has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Lily McDermott:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man
and His Piano Transformed the Cold War as well as others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One
Man and His Piano Transformed the Cold War to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Brandy Felts:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and His Piano Transformed
the Cold War can make you sense more interested to read.
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