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In this account of an unprecedented feat of engineering, vision, and courage, Stephen E. Ambrose offers a
historical successor to his universally acclaimed Undaunted Courage, which recounted the explorations of
the West by Lewis and Clark.
Nothing Like It in the World is the story of the men who built the transcontinental railroad -- the investors
who risked their businesses and money; the enlightened politicians who understood its importance; the
engineers and surveyors who risked, and lost, their lives; and the Irish and Chinese immigrants, the defeated
Confederate soldiers, and the other laborers who did the backbreaking and dangerous work on the tracks.
The Union had won the Civil War and slavery had been abolished, but Abraham Lincoln, who was an early
and constant champion of railroads, would not live to see the great achievement. In Ambrose's hands, this
enterprise, with its huge expenditure of brainpower, muscle, and sweat, comes to life.
The U.S. government pitted two companies -- the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroads -- against
each other in a race for funding, encouraging speed over caution. Locomo-tives, rails, and spikes were
shipped from the East through Panama or around South America to the West or lugged across the country to
the Plains. This was the last great building project to be done mostly by hand: excavating dirt, cutting
through ridges, filling gorges, blasting tunnels through mountains.
At its peak, the workforce -- primarily Chinese on the Central Pacific, Irish on the Union Pacific --
approached the size of Civil War armies, with as many as fifteen thousand workers on each line. The Union
Pacific was led by Thomas "Doc" Durant, Oakes Ames, and Oliver Ames, with Grenville Dodge --
America's greatest railroad builder -- as chief engineer. The Central Pacific was led by California's "Big
Four": Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington, Charles Crocker, and Mark Hopkins. The surveyors, the men
who picked the route, were latter-day Lewis and Clark types who led the way through the wilderness, living
off buffalo, deer, elk, and antelope.
In building a railroad, there is only one decisive spot -- the end of the track. Nothing like this great work had
been seen in the world when the last spike, a golden one, was driven in at Promontory Summit, Utah, in
1869, as the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific tracks were joined.
Ambrose writes with power and eloquence about the brave men -- the famous and the unheralded, ordinary
men doing the extraordinary -- who accomplished the spectacular feat that made the continent into a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Moyer:

This book untitled Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-
1869 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your
list.

Martha Holt:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who
Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Madeline Edwards:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be read. Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-
1869 can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Cleta Blackwell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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