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In 'They Say,' James West Davidson recounts the first thirty years in the passionate life of Ida B. Wells--as
well as the story of the great struggle over the meaning of race in post-emancipation America. Davidson
captures the breathtaking and often chaotic changes that swept the South as Wells grew up in Holly Springs,
Mississippi: the spread of education among free blacks, the rise of political activism, and the bitter struggles
for equality in the face of entrenched social custom.

When Wells came of age she moved to bustling Memphis, where her quest for personal fulfillment was
thwarted as whites increasingly used race as a barrier to separate blacks from mainstream America. Davidson
traces the crosscurrents of these cultural conflicts through Wells's forceful personality, intertwining her
struggle to define herself with her early courageous, and often audacious, behavior. When a conductor threw
her off a train for refusing to sit in the segregated car, she sued the railroad--and won. When she protested
conditions in segregated Memphis schools, she was fired--and took up journalism. And in 1892, when an
explosive lynching rocked Memphis, Wells embarked fully on the career for which she is now remembered,
as outspoken anti-lynching writer and lecturer.

Period photographs from postcards, newspapers, and Wells's own diary further engage readers in this
dynamic story. Richly researched and deftly written, the book offers a gripping portrait of the young Ida B.
Wells, who directly encountered and influenced the evolving significance of race in America.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Proctor:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the
Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American History) book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Vicki Harris:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the
Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American History) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the
Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American History) become your own starter.

Jacqueline Kellett:

This "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American History) is
great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we
can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (New
Narratives in American History) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
that?

Daphne Jones:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like "They Say": Ida B. Wells



and the Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American History) which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.
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