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A Surprising Source of Information About a Largely Forgotten Segment of the Colonial Population

In an age when individuals could be owned by others, people were lost and found just like other property.
Indentured servants and slaves absconded from the custody of their masters, and their value prompted the
masters to seek their return. Wives ran from abusive husbands or into the arms of another. Newspapers in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries carried large numbers of advertisements offering rewards for the return
of runaways or announcing the detention of fugitives. Each ad provided a description of the individual and
often included some circumstances of their elopement. The overall effectiveness of these advertisements
cannot be measured, but the sheer number of ads suggests they were perceived as useful tools by those who
placed them. What could not have been known at the time was the substantial contribution to history that
these ads make. The descriptive advertisements provide textual snapshots of thousands of individuals who
would otherwise be lost to history, people whose names might not otherwise be recorded. In Wives, Slaves,
and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783, historian
Don N. Hagist focuses on the American Revolutionary period to provide a striking portrait of a substantial
but largely forgotten segment of the population. Comprised of four hundred advertisements presented
chronologically, the volume provides invaluable descriptions of women’s clothes, footwear, jewelry,
physical appearances, education, nationalities, occupations, and other details.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Dansby:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female
Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783.

Joanne Starks:

Here thing why this specific Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in
American Newspapers, 1770–1783 are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Wives,
Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American
Newspapers, 1770–1783. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female
Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783 in e-book can be your option.

Clarence Ross:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers,
1770–1783 your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then
become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Wives,
Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Leona Tidwell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information



coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers,
1770–1783 when you desired it?
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