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Conventional wisdom holds that television was a co-conspirator in the repressions of Cold War America,
that it was a facilitator to the blacklist and handmaiden to McCarthyism. But Thomas Doherty argues that,
through the influence of television, America actually became a more open and tolerant place. Although many
books have been written about this period, Cold War, Cool Medium is the only one to examine it through the
lens of television programming.

To the unjaded viewership of Cold War America, the television set was not a harbinger of intellectual
degradation and moral decay, but a thrilling new household appliance capable of bringing the wonders of the
world directly into the home. The "cool medium" permeated the lives of every American, quickly becoming
one of the most powerful cultural forces of the twentieth century. While television has frequently been
blamed for spurring the rise of Senator Joseph McCarthy, it was also the national stage upon which America
witnessed -- and ultimately welcomed -- his downfall. In this provocative and nuanced cultural history,
Doherty chronicles some of the most fascinating and ideologically charged episodes in television history: the
warm-hearted Jewish sitcom The Goldbergs; the subversive threat from I Love Lucy; the sermons of Fulton J.
Sheen on Life Is Worth Living; the anticommunist series I Led 3 Lives; the legendary jousts between Edward
R. Murrow and Joseph McCarthy on See It Now; and the hypnotic, 188-hour political spectacle that was the
Army-McCarthy hearings.

By rerunning the programs, freezing the frames, and reading between the lines, Cold War, Cool Medium
paints a picture of Cold War America that belies many black-and-white clichés. Doherty not only details how
the blacklist operated within the television industry but also how the shows themselves struggled to defy it,
arguing that television was preprogrammed to reinforce the very freedoms that McCarthyism attempted to
curtail.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

This Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) are
usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Cold War,
Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) can be among the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marivel Tye:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and
Culture), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a e-book.

William Reyes:

Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and
Culture) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Isaac Lewis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Cold War, Cool Medium: Television,



McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) or even others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cold War, Cool Medium: Television,
McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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