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Recent scholarship on slavery and politics between 1776 and 1840 has wholly revised historians’
understanding of the problem of slavery in American politics. Contesting Slavery builds on the best of that
literature to reexamine the politics of slavery in revolutionary America and the early republic.

The original essays collected here analyze the Revolutionary era and the early republic on their own terms to
produce fresh insights into the politics of slavery before 1840. The collection forces historians to rethink the
multiple meanings of slavery and antislavery to a broad array of Americans, from free and enslaved African
Americans to proslavery ideologues, from northern farmers to northern female reformers, from minor party
functionaries to political luminaries such as Henry Clay.

The essays also delineate the multiple ways slavery sustained conflict and consensus in local, regional, and
national politics. In the end, Contesting Slavery both establishes the abiding presence of slavery and
sectionalism in American political life and challenges historians’ long-standing assumptions about the place,
meaning, and significance of slavery in American politics between the Revolutionary and antebellum eras.

Contributors: Rachel Hope Cleves, University of Victoria * David F. Ericson, George Mason University *
John Craig Hammond, Penn State University, New Kensington * Matthew Mason, Brigham Young
University * Richard Newman, Rochester Institute of Technology * James Oakes, CUNY Graduate Center *
Peter S. Onuf, University of Virginia * Robert G. Parkinson, Shepherd University * Donald J. Ratcliffe,
University of Oxford * Padraig Riley, Dalhousie University * Edward B. Rugemer, Yale University * Brian
Schoen, Ohio University * Andrew Shankman, Rutgers University, Camden * George William Van Cleve,
University of Virginia * Eva Sheppard Wolf, San Francisco State University
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Contesting Slavery: The
Politics of Bondage and Freedom in the New American Nation (Jeffersonian America)? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jewel Williams:

The book Contesting Slavery: The Politics of Bondage and Freedom in the New American Nation
(Jeffersonian America) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Contesting Slavery: The Politics of Bondage
and Freedom in the New American Nation (Jeffersonian America) to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Contesting Slavery: The Politics of Bondage
and Freedom in the New American Nation (Jeffersonian America). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Beverly Hummell:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Contesting Slavery: The Politics of Bondage
and Freedom in the New American Nation (Jeffersonian America) ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The reserve Contesting Slavery: The Politics of Bondage and Freedom in the New American Nation
(Jeffersonian America) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with all the book Contesting Slavery: The Politics of Bondage and Freedom in the New
American Nation (Jeffersonian America). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Christopher McCormick:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Contesting Slavery: The



Politics of Bondage and Freedom in the New American Nation (Jeffersonian America) book since this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.
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