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Energy shortages, climate change, and the debate over national security have thrust oil policy to the forefront
of American politics. How did Americans grow so dependent on petroleum, and what can we learn from our
history that will help us craft successful policies for the future? In this timely and absorbing book, Paul Sabin
challenges us to see politics and law as crucial forces behind the dramatic growth of the U.S. oil market
during the twentieth century. Using pre–World War II California as a case study of oil production and
consumption, Sabin demonstrates how struggles in the legislature and courts over property rights, regulatory
law, and public investment determined the shape of the state's petroleum landscape.

Sabin provides a powerful corrective to the enduring myth of "free markets" by demonstrating how political
decisions affected the institutions that underlie California's oil economy and how the oil market and price
structure depend significantly on the ways in which policy questions were answered before World War II.
His concise and probing analysis casts fresh light on the historical relationship between business and
government and on the origins of contemporary problems such as climate change and urban sprawl. Incisive,
engaging, and meticulously researched, Crude Politics illuminates an important chapter in U.S.
environmental, legal, business, and political history and the history of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

William Murphy:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Crude
Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Matthew Wallace:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 to
read.

Frank Ouellette:

Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Crude Politics: The
California Oil Market, 1900-1940 nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Josephine Draughn:

Beside this particular Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from today!
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