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The book offers a comprehensive account of how the world evolved to its present state in which humans now
exercise a powerful, in many cases dominant, influence for global environmental change. It outlines the
history that led to this position of dominance, in particular the role played by our increasing reliance on fossil
sources of energy, on coal, oil and natural gas, and the problems that we are now forced to confront as a
result of this history. The concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is greater now than at any time
over at least the past 650,000 years with prospects to increase over the next few decades to levels not seen
since dinosaurs roamed the Earth 65 million years ago. Comparable changes are evident also for methane
and nitrous oxide and for a variety of other constituents of the atmosphere including species such as the
ozone depleting chlorofluorocarbons for which there are no natural analogues.
Increases in the concentrations of so-called greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are responsible for important
changes in global and regional climate with consequences for the future of global society which, though
difficult to predict in detail, are potentially catastrophic for a world poorly equipped to cope. Changes of
climate in the past were repetitively responsible for the demise of important civilizations. These changes,
however, were generally natural in origin in contrast to the changes now underway for which humans are
directly responsible. The challenge is to transition to a new energy economy in which fossil fuels will play a
much smaller role. We need as a matter of urgency to cut back on emissions of climate altering gases such as
carbon dioxide while at the same time reducing our dependence on unreliable, potentially disruptive, though
currently indispensable, sources of energy such as oil, the lifeblood of the global transportation system. The
book concludes with a discussion of options for a more sustainable energy future, highlighting the potential
for contributions from wind, sun, biomass, geothermal and nuclear, supplanting currently unsustainable
reliance on coal, oil and natural gas.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Garcia:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and
Prospects will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Wesley Powell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Energy:
Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Stella Keith:

Often the book Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects has a lot details on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Ruth Paiz:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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