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History on a grand scale--an enchanting masterpiece that explores the making of one of the world's
most vibrant civilizations

A People's Tragedy, wrote Eric Hobsbawm, did "more to help us understand the Russian Revolution than
any other book I know." Now, in Natasha's Dance, internationally renowned historian Orlando Figes does
the same for Russian culture, summoning the myriad elements that formed a nation and held it together.

Beginning in the eighteenth century with the building of St. Petersburg--a "window on the West"--and
culminating with the challenges posed to Russian identity by the Soviet regime, Figes examines how writers,
artists, and musicians grappled with the idea of Russia itself--its character, spiritual essence, and destiny. He
skillfully interweaves the great works--by Dostoevsky, Stravinsky, and Chagall--with folk embroidery,
peasant songs, religious icons, and all the customs of daily life, from food and drink to bathing habits to
beliefs about the spirit world. Figes's characters range high and low: the revered Tolstoy, who left his
deathbed to search for the Kingdom of God, as well as the serf girl Praskovya, who became Russian opera's
first superstar and shocked society by becoming her owner's wife.

Like the European-schooled countess Natasha performing an impromptu folk dance in Tolstoy's War and
Peace, the spirit of "Russianness" is revealed by Figes as rich and uplifting, complex and contradictory--a
powerful force that unified a vast country and proved more lasting than any Russian ruler or state.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Natasha's Dance: A
Cultural History of Russia? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Sean Owens:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History
of Russia will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Bradley Roberts:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia
is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John Edmondson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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