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In this book, the author has three aims: (1) to elaborate an interpretation of Goethe's lyric poetry adequate to
the intricacies of its subject matter; (2) to demonstrate the significance of that poetry to the development of
European Romanticism; (3) to establish a method of inquiry that weaves together the major strands of
theoretical reflection in modern literary studies. Remarkably enough, no study of Goethe's early lyric poetry
has been published in English in the last fifty years. But the reading of this poetry the author presents is not
intended merely to introduce an English readership to a major body of work; rather, the book delineates for
the first time in any language an account of the symbolic network or organizing myth that underlies Goethe's
individual poems. This marks a decisive break with the previous research on Goethe, which has tended to
view his poetry as the expression of occasional experiences. The author shows, on the contrary, that Goethe's
lyric work circles around a core set of problems and figures, that it evinces a systematic coherence until now
unperceived despite an enormous interpretive literature. In the literature on European Romanticism,
consideration of the German contribution has typically been restricted to the theoretical work of the Schlegel
brothers and Novalis, and philosophers such as Schelling and Hegel. The author contends that the ideas they
articulated were first worked through in Goethe's astonishingly bold poetic experimentation. In this sense,
Goethe's lyric can be seen to constitute one of Romanticism's earliest and most significant beginnings. In
addition to its interpretive and historical dimensions, The Specular Moment pursues a methodological aim.
The author has combined the insights of linguistics, semiotics, psychoanalysis, social history, and philosophy
in such a way that they yield a powerful and supple instrument of analysis. Thus, the book offers a fully
developed contribution to the contemporary debate on method, a contribution that argues for
interdisciplinarity, descriptive precision, controlled conjecture, and, above all, respect for literary complexity
and nuance.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Thomas:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Specular Moment:
Goethe’s Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics). All type of book
can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Terra Runyan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Specular Moment: Goethe’s
Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) to read.

Connie Medina:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Specular Moment: Goethe’s Early Lyric and the Beginnings of
Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Clifford Stoner:

This The Specular Moment: Goethe’s Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this The Specular Moment: Goethe’s Early Lyric and the
Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel



tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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