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The “fascinating” (The New Yorker) story of Athanasius Kircher, the eccentric scholar-inventor who
was either a great genius or a crackpot . . . or a bit of both.

The interests of Athanasius Kircher, the legendary seventeenth-century priest-scientist, knew no bounds.
From optics to music to magnetism to medicine, he offered up inventions and theories for everything, and
they made him famous across Europe. His celebrated museum in Rome featured magic lanterns, speaking
statues, the tail of a mermaid, and a brick from the Tower of Babel. Holy Roman Emperors were his patrons,
popes were his friends, and in his spare time he collaborated with the Baroque master Bernini.

But Kircher lived during an era of radical transformation, in which the old approach to knowledge—what he
called the “art of knowing”— was giving way to the scientific method and modern thought. A Man of
Misconceptions traces the rise, success, and eventual fall of this fascinating character as he attempted to
come to terms with a changing world.

With humor and insight, John Glassie returns Kircher to his rightful place as one of history’s most
unforgettable figures.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Erhart:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book A Man of Misconceptions: The
Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

Herbert White:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in
an Age of Change is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Jenny Davis:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of
an Eccentric in an Age of Change can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Irving Wile:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change
can make you experience more interested to read.
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