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What distinguished the true alchemist from the fraud? This question animated the lives and labors of the
common men—and occasionally women—who made a living as alchemists in the sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century Holy Roman Empire. As purveyors of practical techniques, inventions, and cures, these
entrepreneurs were prized by princely patrons, who relied upon alchemists to bolster their political fortunes.
At the same time, satirists, artists, and other commentators used the figure of the alchemist as a symbol for
Europe’s social and economic ills.

Drawing on criminal trial records, contracts, laboratory inventories, satires, and vernacular alchemical
treatises, Alchemy and Authority in the Holy Roman Empire situates the everyday alchemists, largely
invisible to modern scholars until now, at the center of the development of early modern science and
commerce. Reconstructing the workaday world of entrepreneurial alchemists, Tara Nummedal shows how
allegations of fraud shaped their practices and prospects. These debates not only reveal enormously diverse
understandings of what the “real” alchemy was and who could practice it; they also connect a set of little-
known practitioners to the largest questions about commerce, trust, and intellectual authority in early modern
Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

The event that you get from Alchemy and Authority in the Holy Roman Empire will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Alchemy and Authority in the Holy Roman Empire giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Alchemy and Authority in
the Holy Roman Empire instantly.

Nancy Brown:

Often the book Alchemy and Authority in the Holy Roman Empire will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Alchemy and Authority in the Holy Roman
Empire is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Scott Bourquin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Alchemy and Authority in the Holy Roman Empire.

Arthur Ramires:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alchemy and Authority in the
Holy Roman Empire can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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