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Billie Holiday (1915-1959), the legendary jazz singer whose vocal stylings were deeply affecting, continues
to enthrall. This biography conveys her hard-luck youth, career triumphs, and then decline and early death.
At age 14, despite growing up with an absentee musician father, little schooling, a rape at 10, and jail time
for prostitution, this extraordinary girl moved to New York City to find work as a dancer or singer. She soon
became the toast of Harlem and went on to tour and record with the biggest names in jazz.

Holiday's career took off in the 1930s, during the Depression, and the biography evokes the era and
atmosphere of the jazz club scene. The state of race relations in the country is discussed as Holiday tours
with white bandleaders such as Artie Shaw and even as she sings about lynching in the controversial Strange
Fruit. The narrative further chronicles Holiday's relationships, descent into drug addiction, the subsequent
diminishment of her talent, and tragic early death. Readers today will then want to seek out Holiday's
recordings to more fully appreciate her interpretations of the songs of that classic era.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

The guide with title Billie Holiday: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) posesses a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Lewis Dall:

Beside this specific Billie Holiday: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Billie Holiday: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!

David Perrin:

This Billie Holiday: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Billie Holiday: A
Biography (Greenwood Biographies) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Billie Holiday: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies). This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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