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Leonard Bernstein was arguably the most highly esteemed, influential, and charismatic American classical
music personality of the twentieth century. Conductor, composer, pianist, writer, educator, and human rights
activist, Bernstein truly led a life of Byronic intensity--passionate, risk-taking, and convention-breaking.
In November 1989, just a year before his death, Bernstein invited writer Jonathan Cott to his country home
in Fairfield, Connecticut for what turned out to be his last major interview--an unprecedented and
astonishingly frank twelve-hour conversation. Now, in Dinner with Lenny, Cott provides a complete account
of this remarkable dialogue in which Bernstein discourses with disarming frankness, humor, and intensity on
matters musical, pedagogical, political, psychological, spiritual, and the unabashedly personal. Bernstein
comes alive again, with vodka glass in hand, singing, humming, and making pointed comments on a wide
array of topics, from popular music ("the Beatles were the best songwriters since Gershwin"), to great
composers ("Wagner was always in a psychotic frenzy. He was a madman, a megalomaniac"), and politics
(lamenting "the brainlessness, the mindlessness, the carelessness, and the heedlessness of the Reagans of the
world"). And of course, Bernstein talks of conducting, advising students "to look at the score and make it
come alive as if they were the composer. If you can do that, you're a conductorand if you can't, you're not. If
I don't become Brahms or Tchaikovsky or Stravinsky when I'm conducting their works, then it won't be a
great performance."
After Rolling Stone magazine published an abridged version of the conversation in 1990, the Chicago
Tribune praised it as "an extraordinary interview" filled with "passion, wit, and acute analysis." Studs Terkel
called the interview "astonishing and revelatory." Now, this full-length version provides the reader with a
unique, you-are-there perspective on what it was like to converse with this gregarious, witty, candid, and
inspiring American dynamo.
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From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Dinner with
Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Alvarado:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Dinner with Lenny: The
Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernsteinis
the main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Orlando Hernandez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Dinner with Lenny: The Last
Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Katrina Hering:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Dinner with Lenny: The
Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with
Leonard Bernstein become your own personal starter.
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