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How shall we improve human health? One answer is: by eradication. The Gates Foundation announced in
2007 that their goal is malaria eradication; another of their priorities is polio eradication. Eradication means
the complete elimination of a disease through deliberate human intervention. It stands for an absolute in
public health.

This book by the award-winning historian of medicine Nancy Leys Stepan is an accessible, beautifully
written, and deeply researched examination of one of the most controversial issues in public health today.
The eradication of disease might seem like an absolute good. But critics of eradication argue that the huge
resources needed to achieve eradication could be better allocated toward developing primary health services
and general improvement in health.

This book aims to look at the benefits and drawbacks of single-minded efforts to rid the world of particular
diseases, one at a time. The sweep of the book is impressive, from the origins of the idea of complete
eradication in the early twentieth century until the present-day campaigns against polio, Guinea worm
disease, and now malaria. The author places eradication's story in its many contexts, from imperialism,
changing notions of public health, the history of medicine and its technologies, the development of
international health agencies such as the World Health Organization, and the impact of the Cold War on the
shift of attention to disease in developing countries.

At the center of this narrative is Dr. Fred Lowe Soper (1893–1977), a U.S.-trained doctor who became the
arch-eradicationist of his time. His campaigns to eradicate hookworm disease, yaws, yellow fever, malaria,
and smallpox are treated in compelling detail, as are the roles of international health agencies such as the
Rockefeller Foundation and the World Health Organization.

Throughout the book Stepan draws attention to the way that the ideal of eradication has repeatedly arisen,
phoenix-like, from its setbacks. In a powerful conclusion, she uses the example of the current campaign to
eradicate Guinea worm disease to argue that, today, under the right circumstances, eradication and primary
health care need not be in conflict, as they were in the past, but can form mutually reinforcing policies to
improve the health and well-being of populations, especially the poorest and most disease-burdened
populations of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Eradication: Ridding the World of
Diseases Forever? is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kelsey Dehart:

This Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases
Forever? can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Tyron Lenahan:

This Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt that?

Ellis Pauling:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Eradication: Ridding the World of
Diseases Forever? can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Eradication: Ridding the



World of Diseases Forever?.
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