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AIDS has humbled us. Thus observes editor Mark Blechner in introducing readers to this powerful collection
of essays on psychodynamic approaches to AIDS. It is the disease, Blechner tells us, that "has forced us to
rethink our relation to sickness and health, mortality, sexuality, drug use, and what we consider valuable in
life." In the chapters that follow, experienced clinicians shatter myths about the inapplicability of
psychoanalysis to work with AIDS patients.
 
In addition to setting forth general principles involved in working with patients with serious illness, Hope
and Mortality explores the wide range of therapeutic issues that have arisen in the wake of AIDS. Among the
topics of individual chapters: working with children whose parents have AIDS; working with AIDS patients
in an inner-city hospital; disability, dementia, and other realities of late-stage AIDS; treating someone who
becomes HIV-positive while in therapy; leading a support group for gay men with AIDS; confronting fears
of HIV in the "worried well"; and coming out of the closet as a heterosexual while running a bereavement
group for gay men.
 
Most poignant of all are chapters in which therapists examine how they have been transformed by treating
people with AIDS. Here contributors candidly discuss how their attitudes toward death have shaped, and in
turn been shaped by, their clinical work. They tell of recovering near-death memories, of questioning their
reliance on traditional medicine, and of feeling the numbing effects of multiple loss with their patients.
 
The AIDS epidemic has become so widespread that every clinician must learn about the disease and the
psychological issues it raises. Hope and Mortality provides an illuminating exploration of these issues and
raises profound questions about the overall aims of psychotherapy. It will instruct and challenge all mental
health professionals, and provide hope and enlightenment to anyone dealing with a life-threatening
condition.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

The book Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Hope and
Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to
AIDS and HIV. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

David Bruce:

The e-book with title Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Diane Lomas:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Beverlee Guthrie:

You can get this Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to



choose appropriate ways for you.
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