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Ronald Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) has puzzled scholars and commentators. Some have
claimed that it was a purely political maneuver, while others have explained it as a ruse conjured up by
presidential advisers to weaken Soviet resolve.

These assumptions, however, fail to acknowledge the depth of Reagan’s involvement in nuclear abolition,
and how passionately committed Reagan was to the pursuit of this goal. In Ronald Reagan and His Quest to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons, Paul Lettow renders untenable the persistent belief that Reagan was an
ideologically shallow figurehead.

Reagan’s wish to ban nuclear armament first came to light in 1945, just months after the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombings. While sidestepping political partisanship, Lettow demonstrates that scholars and
historians have largely neglected to assess properly the influence of Reagan’s ideal and how it led to one of
the most important, if the least understood, of Reagan’s accomplishments.

In a narrative that covers the start of Reagan’s presidency and the 1986 Reykjavík summit between Reagan
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, during which SDI was a defining issue, we see SDI for what it was: a
full-on assault against nuclear weapons waged as much through policy as through ideology. While cabinet
members and advisers–Secretary of State George Shultz and Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger among
them–played significant roles, it was Ronald Reagan, himself who presided over every element, large and
small, of this paradigm shift in U.S. diplomacy.

Lettow conducted interviews with former Reagan officials–four of his six national security advisers, both of
his ambassadors to the USSR, and both of his defense secretaries. He also draws upon the vast body of
declassified security documents from the Reagan presidency; much of what he quotes from these documents
appears publicly here for the first time.

The result is the first major work to apply such evidence to the study of SDI and superpower diplomacy. In
Ronald Reagan and His Quest to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, Paul Lettow does not simply add nuance to the
existing record; he revises our very understanding of the Reagan presidency.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book has a
different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to that you can
your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Ronald Reagan and His Quest to Abolish Nuclear Weapons will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Fabian Luton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This
Ronald Reagan and His Quest to Abolish Nuclear Weapons is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eric Bittinger:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ronald Reagan and His Quest to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jean Taylor:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Ronald Reagan and His Quest to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Ronald Reagan and His Quest to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of the time.
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