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For centuries, scientists have struggled to understand the origins of the patterns and forms found in nature-
from the leopards spots to the graceful spirals of a mollusc shell to the complex designs on a butterflys wing.
Now, in this lucid and elegantly written book, Philip Ball applies state-of-the-art scientific understanding
from the fields of biology, chemistry, geology, physics, and mathematics to these ancient mysteries,
revealing how nature's seemingly complex patterns originate in simple physical laws.
Ball traces the history of scientific thought about natural patterns, showing how common presumptions-for
example, that complex form must be guided by some intelligence or that form always follows function-are
erroneous and continue to mislead scientists today. He investigates specific patterns in depth, revealing that
these designs are self-organized and that simple, local interactions between component parts produce motifs
like spots, stripes, branches, and honeycombs. In the process, he examines the mysterious phenomenon of
symmetry and why it appears-and breaks-in similar ways in different systems. Finally, he attempts to answer
this profound question: why are some patterns universal? Illustrations throughout the text, many in full color,
beautifully illuminate Ball's ideas.
A fascination with nature,s patterns is as old as civilization. With this spellbinding book, Ball dispels age-old
conundrums while increasing the readers wonder and appreciation for the beauty of the natural world. The
Self-Made Tapestry will enlighten anyone who has ever marveled at the shape of a seashell or the brilliance
of a spider's web.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Taylor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important usually. The book The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature has
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature is not only
giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Self-Made Tapestry:
Pattern Formation in Nature. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Alice Wilkerson:

Typically the book The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Patricia Stokes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature.

Dale Fain:

The book untitled The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.
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