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Many existing information retrieval (IR) systems are surprisingly ineffective at finding documents relevant
to particular topics. Traditional systems are extremely brittle, failing to retrieve relevant documents unless
the user's exact search string is found. They support only the most primitive trial-and-error interaction with
their users and are also static. Even systems with so-called "relevance feedback" are incapable of learning
from experience with users. SCALIR (a Symbolic and Connectionist Approach to Legal Information
Retrieval) -- a system for assisting research on copyright law -- has been designed to address these problems.
By using a hybrid of symbolic and connectionist artificial intelligence techniques, SCALIR develops a
conceptual representation of document relationships without explicit knowledge engineering. SCALIR's
direct manipulation interface encourages users to browse through the space of documents. It then uses these
browsing patterns to improve its performance by modifying its representation, resulting in a communal
repository of expertise for all of its users.

SCALIR's representational scheme also mirrors the hybrid nature of the Anglo-American legal system.
While certain legal concepts are precise and rule-like, others -- which legal scholars call "open-textured" --
are subject to interpretation. The meaning of legal text is established through the parallel and distributed
precedence-based judicial appeal system. SCALIR represents documents and terms as nodes in a network,
capturing the duality of the legal system by using symbolic (semantic network) and connectionist links. The
former correspond to a priori knowledge such as the fact that one case overturned another on appeal. The
latter correspond to statistical inferences such as the relevance of a term describing a case. SCALIR's text
corpus includes all federal cases on copyright law.

The hybrid representation also suggests a way to resolve the apparent incompatibility between the two
prominent paradigms in artificial intelligence, the "classical" symbol-manipulation approach and the
neurally-inspired connectionist approach. Part of the book focuses on a characterization of the two paradigms
and an investigation of when and how -- as in the legal research domain -- they can be effectively combined.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject A Symbolic and
Connectionist Approach To Legal Information Retrieval suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal
Information Retrievalis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Barbara Kimmel:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal
Information Retrieval can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Steven Purdy:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal Information Retrieval this book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Robert Victor:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To
Legal Information Retrieval or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,



beside science publication, any other book likes A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal
Information Retrieval to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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