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Most Americans, both black and white, believe that slavery was a system exclusively maintained by whites
to exploit blacks, but Larry Koger's authoritative study reveals the extent to which African Americans played
a significant role as slave masters in the peculiar institution. By examining South Carolina's diverse
population of African-American slaveowners, Koger demonstrates that free African Americans widely
embraced slavery as a viable economic system and that they--like their white counterparts--exploited the
labor of slaves on their farms and in their businesses.
Drawing on the federal census, wills, mortgage bills of sale, tax returns, and newspaper advertisements,
Koger sheds light on the nature of African-American slaveholding, its complexity, and its rationales. He
describes how some African-American masters earned their freedom but how many others--primarily
mulattoes--were unfamiliar with slavery's dehumanization because they were born of free parents.
Koger reveals the caste system that existed within the antebellum African-American community--one in
which prosperous mulattoes and African Americans of lighter skin sought to separate themselves from those
held in bondage. Koger challenges the notion that most African-American slaveholders were benevolent
owners who purchased the freedom of relatives. Instead he shows that while some did buy family members
and other slaves for humanitarian reasons, African Americans in South Carolina acquired slaves primarily
because they had little access to other sources of labor and because they viewed slaveowning as a means of
elevating themselves above the masses.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina,
1790-1860.

Michael Pauls:

The book Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina, 1790-1860 gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina, 1790-1860 to
get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide
Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina, 1790-1860. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Edna Spalding:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
your requirements is Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina, 1790-1860 this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Paul Herbert:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in
South Carolina, 1790-1860 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South



Carolina, 1790-1860 can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of this time.
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