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Prior to 1967 fewer than a dozen museum exhibitions had featured the work of African American artists.
And by the time the civil rights movement reached the American art museum, it had already crested: the first
public demonstrations to integrate museums occurred in late 1968, twenty years after the desegregation of
the military and fourteen years after the Brown vs. Board of Education decision. In Mounting Frustration
Susan E. Cahan investigates the strategies African American artists and museum professionals employed as
they wrangled over access to and the direction of New York City's elite museums. Drawing on numerous
interviews with artists and analyses of internal museum documents, Cahan gives a detailed and at times
surprising picture of the institutional and social forces that both drove and inhibited racial justice in New
York's museums.

Cahan focuses on high-profile and wildly contested exhibitions that attempted to integrate African American
culture and art into museums, each of which ignited debate, dissension, and protest. The Metropolitan
Museum's 1969 exhibition Harlem on My Mind was supposed to represent the neighborhood, but it failed to
include the work of the black artists living and working there. While the Whitney's 1971 exhibition
Contemporary Black Artists in America featured black artists, it was heavily criticized for being haphazard
and not representative. The Whitney show revealed the consequences of museums' failure to hire African
American curators, or even white curators who possessed knowledge of black art. Cahan also recounts the
long history of the Museum of Modern Art's institutional ambivalence toward contemporary artists of color,
which reached its zenith in its 1984 exhibition "Primitivism" in Twentieth Century Art. Representing modern
art as a white European and American creation that was influenced by the "primitive" art of people of color,
the show only served to further devalue and cordon off African American art.

In addressing the racial politics of New York's art world, Cahan shows how aesthetic ideas reflected the
underlying structural racism and inequalities that African American artists faced. These inequalities are still
felt in America's museums, as many fundamental racial hierarchies remain intact: art by people of color is
still often shown in marginal spaces; one-person exhibitions are the preferred method of showing the work of
minority artists, as they provide curators a way to avoid engaging with the problems of complicated,
interlocking histories; and whiteness is still often viewed as the norm. The ongoing process of integrating
museums, Cahan demonstrates, is far broader than overcoming past exclusions.
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From reader reviews:

James Cooper:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age
of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative).

Sergio Espinoza:

Here thing why this particular Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art
History Publication Initiative) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Mounting
Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative).
It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History
Publication Initiative) in e-book can be your alternative.

Nicholas McNeal:

This Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative)
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative) can
be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed you with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Julie Long:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share



their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is
this Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power (Art History Publication Initiative).
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