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Carole Maso's stunning, erotic fourth novel chronicles the dark, irresistible adventures of an American writer
named Catherine who has come to France to live. Set into motion by a single act of abandonment-Catherine's
lover of ten years has left her-she falls deeper and deeper into an irretrievable madness. With passionate
abandon and detachment Catherine pursues her own destruction. Forcing the boundaries of identity and the
limits of her eroticism, she enters a series of blinding sexual encounters with a poet, a fascist, a young
Arlesian woman, a fireman, and three thieves. Eerily she splits herself in two so that she is both the one who
watches and the one who is watched, creator and creation, author and character, as she observes herself from
afar "And I would like to help her, " the one who watches says, "but I can't." Finally she meets Lucien, the
solitary, cynical, beautiful man with long hair who looks as though he has "stepped out of an unmade film by
the dead Truffaut, " and through this mysterious, doomed, bittersweet liaison Catherine makes one last
attempt to halt her decline through the redemptive act of story-telling. She begins to invent the story of their
lives, telling it to him half in English, half in French, joining their solitudes for a moment before losing
forever her belief that the shapely, hopeful prospects of narrative make sense of expenence. "She notices how
everything is given up or taken away" as she loses the power of the imagination or memory or the body to
console, and finally of language to convey meaning. This mesmerizing drama of sex, betrayal, and
dissolution with its shattering inevitable conclusion is played out against the dazzling backdrop of the
beautiful, indifferent Cote d'Azur in summer. Written in a dwindling lexicon with a simple, warped
musicality, The American Woman in the Chinese Hat is a dark, uncompromising, seductive work of art.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just their can
do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that The American Woman in the Chinese Hat to read.

Diana Saffold:

Typically the book The American Woman in the Chinese Hat has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
looking over this book.

Jessie Davis:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The American Woman in
the Chinese Hat can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Tommy Wright:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely The American Woman in the Chinese Hat. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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