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CONVERSATIONAL DESCRIPTION:

This is a book by an Oxford professor that’s been a long time in the making—it’s been under contract for ten
years—and that we’re very excited about and have a deep investment in. It’s a big, sweeping, incredibly
ambitious book of history that tells the whole story of communism from its origins in the French Revolution
with Rousseau and Robespierre all the way up to today in China and Cuba and North Korea and everything
in between. We’re going to publish it in November, which is the 20th anniversary of the Berlin Wall coming
down, which should give us a good news peg in terms of publicity and reviews.

This book has a lot of things going for it but the biggest are probably the way it has a totally epic sweep from
the 1700s onward, and its incredible cast of characters, and the way that it gives you the intellectual history
of the movement—the idealogical stuff—along with the narrative of what literally happened over hundreds
of years—the power struggles, the back-room stuff, the infighting—and the way that Communism affected
the big picture of world history.

It is reminiscent of Niall Ferguson’s new book The Ascent of Money as well as our book A Splendid
Exchange because like those books this is history on a very large canvas that weaves together a lot of
different threads—the ideas, the politics, the economics, the military stuff, the cultural stuff—into a
compelling narrative. It's also similar to Laurence Wright’s recent book The Looming Tower, which gave
you the intellectual roots of Al Qaeda at the same time as it was giving you this amazing human story of
what actually happened.

The author has done staggering research over the course of a decade and just puts the story together
brilliantly. He brings to life Marx and Engels, who are working the intellectual angle with The Communist
Manifesto and laying the foundation for Lenin and Stalin who come along to put the ideas into practice. But
one thing to emphasize here is that this is not just the story of Soviet Communism. This is the whole story.
You get Ho Chi Minh in North Vietnam, you get Mao and Deng Xiaoping in China, you get Castro and Che
in Cuba, Tito in Yugoslavia, and dozens of others around the world. Obviously you also get Khrushchev and
Kennedy and Gorbachev and Reagan and all that, but it’s important to realize that it isn’t just the Soviets.

What you come away with is this complete understanding of a new piece of the puzzle of humanity's
ongoing struggle to govern itself and organize society and figure out how to live in the best way possible.
You get the sense that Communism as it was envisioned in the early days—as a pure idea—probably wasn’t
any worse than Capitalism, it’s just the old story of people getting involved and screwing things up with their
egos and greed and hubris and insecurities—that’s another similarity with The Looming Tower, where you
saw how humiliation at the hands of the West drove so much of Al Qaeda's ideology. In the case of
Communism, there was insecurity in these countries that the West saw them as "backward" and a lot of the
terrible stuff that happened came out of a desire to prove that they weren’t.

The author is a very highly regarded Oxford professor and we’re going to deliver some big blurbs on this.



We don’t have them yet because the author just delivered but if you look at what we’ve done lately in terms
of blurbage with these big history books, it will be similar. In terms of reviews, there’s never any guarantee
that we’ll get them but I think we have a much better shot than we did with Old World New Wor

 Download The Red Flag: A History of Communism ...pdf

 Read Online The Red Flag: A History of Communism ...pdf

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B01FIKD1ZM


Download and Read Free Online The Red Flag: A History of Communism David Priestland

From reader reviews:

Mary Bingham:

The book The Red Flag: A History of Communism make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Red Flag: A History of Communism
to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Red Flag: A
History of Communism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Emma Latshaw:

This book untitled The Red Flag: A History of Communism to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Wendell Nadeau:

The actual book The Red Flag: A History of Communism has a lot details on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Shirley Martins:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. The Red Flag: A History of Communism can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short spare time problems.
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