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In Composing Selves, award-winning author Peggy Whitman Prenshaw provides the most comprehensive
treatment of autobiographies by women in the American South. This long-anticipated addition to Prenshaw's
study of southern literature spans the twentieth century as she provides an in-depth look at the life-writing of
eighteen women authors.

Composing Selves travels the wide terrain of female life in the South, analyzing various issues that range
from racial consciousness to the deflection of personal achievement. All of the authors presented came of age
during the era Prenshaw refers to as the "late southern Victorian period," which began in 1861 and ended in
the 1930s. Belle Kearney's A Slaveholder's Daughter (1900) with Elizabeth Spencer's Landscapes of the
Heart and Ellen Douglas's Truth: Four Stories I Am Finally Old Enough to Tell (both published in 1998)
chronologically bookend Prenshaw's survey.

She includes Ellen Glasgow's The Woman Within, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings's Cross Creek, Bernice Kelly
Harris's Southern Savory, and Zora Neale Hurston's Dust Tracks on a Road. The book also examines
Katharine DuPre Lumpkin's The Making of a Southerner and Lillian Smith's Killers of the Dream.

In addition to exploring multiple themes, Prenshaw considers a number of types of autobiographies, such as
Helen Keller's classic The Story of My Life and Anne Walter Fearn's My Days of Strength. She treats
narratives of marital identity, as in Mary Hamilton's Trials of the Earth, and calls attention to works by
women who devoted their lives to social and political movements, like Virginia Durr's Outside the Magic
Circle.

Drawing on many notable authors and on Prenshaw's own life of scholarship, Composing Selves provides an
invaluable contribution to the study of southern literature, autobiography, and the work of southern women
writers.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Flanagan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Composing Selves: Southern Women and
Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gloria Taylor:

The ability that you get from Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary
Studies) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Composing Selves: Southern
Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern
Literary Studies) instantly.

Erika Yoon:

This Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) is great reserve
for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern
Literary Studies) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Chrissy Stallings:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



searching for the Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) when
you desired it?
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