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The story of Henry VIII and his six wives is a well-known example of the caprice and violence that
dominated that king's reign. Now Derek Wilson examines a set of relationships that more vividly illustrate
just how dangerous life was in the court of the Tudor lion. He tells the interlocking stories of six men-all,
curiously enough, called Thomas-whose ambitions and principles brought them face to face with violent
death, as recorded in a simple mnemonic:

'Died, beheaded, beheaded,
Self-slaughtered, burned, survived.'

Thomas Wolsey was an accused traitor on his way to the block when a kinder death intervened. Thomas
More and Thomas Cromwell, whose convictions and policies could scarcely have been more different, both
perished beneath the headman's axe. Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, would have met the same end had
the king's own death not brought him an eleventh hour reprieve. Thomas Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton,
and Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, though outliving the monarch, perished as a result of that
war of ambitions and ideologies which rumbled on after 1547. Wriothesley succumbed to poison of either
body or mind in the aftermath of a failed coup. Cranmer went to the stake as a heretic at the insistence of
Mary Tudor, who was very much the daughter of the father she hated.

In the Lion's Court is an illuminating examination of the careers of the six Thomases, whose lives are
described in parallel-their family and social origins, their pathways to the royal Council chamber, their
occupancy of the Siege Perilous, and the tragedies that, one by one, overwhelmed them. By showing how
events shaped and were shaped by relationships and personal destinies, Derek Wilson offers a fresh approach
to the political narrative of a tumultuous reign.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

With other case, little individuals like to read book In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death
in the Reign of Henry VIII. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of
Henry VIII. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open
a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's study.

Michael Burnette:

In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in
writing In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Jonathan Ownby:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition,
and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII as good
book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by
its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Andrew Purdie:

This In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII is completely new
way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading
this In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People



who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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