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Susanna Rowson--novelist, actress, playwright, poet, school founder, and early national celebrity--bears little
resemblance to the title character in her most famous creation, Charlotte Temple. Yet this best-selling novel
has long been perceived as the prime exemplar of female passivity and subjugation in the early Republic.
Marion Rust disrupts this view by placing the novel in the context of Rowson's life and other writings. Rust
shows how an early form of American sentimentalism mediated the constantly shifting balance between
autonomy and submission that is key to understanding both Rowson's work and the lives of early American
women.

Rust proposes that Rowson found a wide female audience in the young Republic because she articulated
meaningful female agency without sacrificing accountability to authority, a particularly useful skill in a
nation that idealized womanhood while denying women the most basic rights. Rowson, herself an expert at
personal reinvention, invited her readers, theatrical audiences, and students to value carefully crafted female
self-presentation as an instrument for the attainment of greater influence. Prodigal Daughters demonstrates
some of the ways in which literature and lived experience overlapped, especially for women trying to find
room for themselves in an increasingly hostile public arena.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Prodigal Daughters: Susanna Rowson's Early American
Women (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) as your daily resource information.

Crystal Sanchez:

Typically the book Prodigal Daughters: Susanna Rowson's Early American Women (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Prodigal
Daughters: Susanna Rowson's Early American Women (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lori Hunt:

The book untitled Prodigal Daughters: Susanna Rowson's Early American Women (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go
through.

Cedric Baker:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be Prodigal Daughters: Susanna Rowson's Early American Women
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia).



This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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