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Calixa Lavallée, the composer of “O Canada,” was the first Canadian-born musician to achieve an
international reputation. While primarily remembered for the national anthem, Lavallée and his work
extended well beyond Canada, and he played a multitude of roles in North American music as a composer,
conductor, administrator, instrumentalist, educator, and critic.

In Anthems and Minstrel Shows, Brian Thompson analyzes Lavallée’s music, letters, and published writings,
as well as newspapers and music magazines of the time, to provide a detailed account of musical life in
nineteenth-century North America and the relationship between music and nation. Leaving Quebec at age
sixteen, Lavallée travelled widely for a decade as musical director of a minstrel troupe, and spent a year as a
bandsman in the Union Army. Later, as a performer and conductor, he built a repertoire that prepared
audiences for the intellectually challenging music of European composers and new music by his US
contemporaries. His own music extended from national songs to comic operas, and instrumental music, as he
shifted between the worlds of classical and popular music.

Previously portrayed as a humble French Canadian forced into exile by ignorance and injustice, Lavallée
emerges here as ambitious, radical, bohemian, and fully engaged with the musical, social, and political
currents of his time. While nationalism and nation-building are central to this story, Anthems and Minstrel
Shows asks to which nation – or nations – Lavallée and “O Canada” really belong.
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From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée,
1842-1891. Try to face the book Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée,
1842-1891 as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Donna Bohannon:

The book Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée, 1842-1891 gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée, 1842-1891
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée, 1842-1891. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ella Woods:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their passion.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time, many
ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée, 1842-1891 can make you really feel
more interested to read.

Dorothy Vinson:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Anthems and
Minstrel Shows: The Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée, 1842-1891 we can take more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that



ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Anthems and Minstrel Shows: The
Life and Times of Calixa Lavallée, 1842-1891. You can more inviting than now.
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