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In her remarkable debut, Joyce Weatherford writes with raw power, muscular beauty, and firsthand
experience about life in the twentieth-century American West.
Bringing us to the golden plains of northeast Oregon, Joyce Weatherford presents the saga of the Steele
family -- a family built not on love but on farming. Twenty-eight-year-old Iris Steele has inherited the 150-
year-old family ranch and all the debt that goes with it -- a legacy, all in all, she is not certain she wants. It is
the ranch where Iris has spent her life, where she grew up herding cattle and harvesting wheat, and where her
brother and her father both died. It is also, it turns out, the land once owned by the Nez Perce Indian tribe,
and suddenly the modern Nez Perce are suing to reclaim what they say is rightfully theirs.
To save the ranch, Iris must spend months untangling generations of family history to understand the land's
legitimate ownership -- a process that unearths not only her family past but also the history of the American
West and two hundred years of tortured relationships between homesteaders and Native Americans.
Meanwhile, she is fighting to manage a new wheat crop, broken machinery, and her ever-fragile romance
with her childhood friend, the local farmhand-turned-doctor. And as the truth of the land's ownership begins
to emerge, so do surprising realities about the Steele family -- such as the startling stories behind the deaths
of Iris's father and brother, and her aunt's institutionalization. In the end, Iris realizes she has inherited not
just the land but its history as well, and that it's a history from which she must break free in order to discover
love, forgiveness, and who she really is.
Joyce Weatherford demonstrates an astonishing control of language, combining unflinching descriptions of
ranch life with the sensuous beauty of the Oregon landscape, communicating such vivid physical detail that
we feel we are right alongside Iris in the corral, in the field, on her horse. She conveys perfectly the danger,
the suspense, the awe and energy in those moments when man meets, battles, and harnesses nature: fighting
wildfire; harvesting grain; chasing runaway horses; hunting coyotes from a beat-up propeller plane; herding,
branding, birthing, and castrating cattle.
Heart of the Beast is a portrait of the relationship between the settlers of the Pacific Northwest and the
region's indiginous people, of the demise of the family farm in the face of corporate agribusiness, and of the
redemptive power of forgiveness. Part romance, mystery, courtroom drama, and American history, this is a
family saga of epic power and importance.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Heart of the
Beast: A Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Heart of the Beast: A Novelis a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Jose Reed:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Heart of the Beast: A Novel, you could enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Tracy Caudle:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Heart of the Beast: A
Novel can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Patrick Myers:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Heart of the Beast: A Novel or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them
to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Heart of the Beast: A
Novel to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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