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Tracing the intersection of religion, race, and power in Texas from Reconstruction through the rise of the
Religious Right and the failed presidential bid of Governor Rick Perry, Rough Country illuminates American
history since the Civil War in new ways, demonstrating that Texas’s story is also America’s. In particular,
Robert Wuthnow shows how distinctions between “us” and “them” are perpetuated and why they are so
often shaped by religion and politics.

Early settlers called Texas a rough country. Surviving there necessitated defining evil, fighting it, and
building institutions in the hope of advancing civilization. Religion played a decisive role. Today, more
evangelical Protestants live in Texas than in any other state. They have influenced every presidential election
for fifty years, mobilized powerful efforts against abortion and same-sex marriage, and been a driving force
in the Tea Party movement. And religion has always been complicated by race and ethnicity.

Drawing from memoirs, newspapers, oral history, voting records, and surveys, Rough Country tells the
stories of ordinary men and women who struggled with the conditions they faced, conformed to the customs
they knew, and on occasion emerged as powerful national leaders. We see the lasting imprint of slavery,
public executions, Jim Crow segregation, and resentment against the federal government. We also observe
courageous efforts to care for the sick, combat lynching, provide for the poor, welcome new immigrants, and
uphold liberty of conscience.

A monumental and magisterial history, Rough Country is as much about the rest of America as it is about
Texas.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Rough
Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kathleen Knight:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Rough
Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
e-book.

Beth French:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful
Bible-Belt State it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book offers high quality.

Gertrude Hoskins:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State can be your answer
since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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