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The building of the Berlin Wall in 1961 shocked the world. Ever since, the image of this impenetrable barrier
between East and West, imposed by communism, has been a central symbol of the Cold War.

Based on vast research in untapped archival, oral, and private sources, Burned Bridge reveals the hidden
origins of the Iron Curtain, presenting it in a startling new light. Historian Edith Sheffer's unprecedented, in-
depth account focuses on Burned Bridge-the intersection between two sister cities, Sonneberg and Neustadt
bei Coburg, Germany's largest divided population outside Berlin. Sheffer demonstrates that as Soviet and
American forces occupied each city after the Second World War, townspeople who historically had much in
common quickly formed opposing interests and identities. The border walled off irreconcilable realities: the
differences of freedom and captivity, rich and poor, peace and bloodshed, and past and present. Sheffer
describes how smuggling, kidnapping, rape, and killing in the early postwar years led citizens to demand
greater border control on both sides--long before East Germany fortified its 1,393 kilometer border with
West Germany. It was in fact the American military that built the first barriers at Burned Bridge, which
preceded East Germany's borderland crackdown by many years. Indeed, Sheffer shows that the physical
border between East and West was not simply imposed by Cold War superpowers, but was in some part an
improvised outgrowth of an anxious postwar society.

Ultimately, a wall of the mind shaped the wall on the ground. East and West Germans became part of, and
helped perpetuate, the barriers that divided them. From the end of World War II through two decades of
reunification, Sheffer traces divisions at Burned Bridge with sharp insight and compassion, presenting a
stunning portrait of the Cold War on a human scale.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Burned Bridge: How East
and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Francis King:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made
the Iron Curtain as the daily resource information.

Steven Barraza:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Burned Bridge: How
East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Joseph Whitely:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Burned Bridge: How East
and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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