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Readers have long puzzled over peculiar aspects of the Gospel of Mark: Jesus' attempts to conceal his deeds
and his identity. William Wrede called these and similar motifs the "messianic secret" in Mark, and proposed
that Mark had invented the "secret" to explain why the announcement of the arrival of the Son of God had
not taken the world by storm. Other scholars have disagreed: perhaps Mark meant to highlight Jesus' divinity
(after all, Jesus usually doesn't succeed in keeping himself hidden!) . . . or perhaps Mark wanted to tie Jesus'
identity to his destiny on the cross as a warning to disciples that they may face persecution. Or, some have
proposed, there simply is no single explanation for all of Jesus' bewildering behaviors in the Gospel.

David F. Watson brings a new perspective to the "messianic secret," relying not on the Christological
concerns of 19th- and 20th-century theologians, but on recent insights into the role of honor and shame in
ancient Mediterranean culture on the part of social scientists. Mark's portrayal of Jesus simultaneously shows
his ability to provide favors and benefits to others and his refusal to put himself forward or draw attention to
himself as a benefactor, thereby teaching that in God's kingdom it is not the great and powerful who are most
highly regarded, but the humble. Mark's depiction of Jesus is part of a larger effort to promote a radically
different understanding of honor within the family of faith.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the
Messianic Secret is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Joseph Cash:

This Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Honor Among Christians: The Cultural
Key to the Messianic Secret can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Reginald Hunter:

Beside this kind of Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the
Messianic Secret because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from today!

David Blackwood:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic



Secret can make you feel more interested to read.
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