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The eponymous hero is born as a male nobleman in England during the reign of Elizabeth I. He undergoes a
mysterious change of sex at the age of about 30 and lives on for more than 300 years into modern times
without aging perceptibly.

As a teenage boy, the handsome Orlando serves as a page at the Elizabethan court and becomes "favorite" of
the elderly queen. After her death he falls deeply in love with Sasha, an elusive and somewhat feral princess
in the entourage of the Russian embassy. This episode, of love and ice skating against the background of the
celebrated Frost Fair held on the frozen Thames River during the Great Frost of 1608, when "birds froze in
mid air and fell like stones to the ground", inspired some of Virginia Woolf's most bravura writing:

Great statesmen, in their beards and ruffs, despatched affairs of state under the crimson awning of the Royal
Pagoda ... Frozen roses fell in showers when the Queen and her ladies walked abroad ... Near London
Bridge, where the river had frozen to a depth of some twenty fathoms, a wrecked wherry boat was plainly
visible, lying on the bed of the river where it had sunk last autumn, overladen with apples. The old bumboat
woman, who was carrying her fruit to market on the Surrey side, sat there in her plaids and farthingales with
her lap full of apples, for all the world as if she were about to serve a customer, though a certain blueness
about the lips hinted the truth.[1]

The melting of the ice coincides with Sasha's unfaithfulness and sudden departure for Russia. The desolate
Orlando returns to writing The Oak Tree, a long poem started and abandoned in his youth. He meets and
hospitably entertains an invidious poetaster, Nicholas Greene, who proceeds to find fault with Orlando's
writing. Later Orlando feels betrayed on learning that he has been lampooned in one of Greene's subsequent
works. A period of contemplating love and life leads Orlando to appreciate the value of his ancestral stately
home, which he proceeds to furnish lavishly. There he plays host to the populace.

Ennui sets in and the harassment of a persistent suitor, the tall and somewhat androgynous Archduchess
Harriet, leads Orlando to look for a way to flee the country. He is appointed by King Charles II as
ambassador to Constantinople. Orlando performs his duties well, until a night of civil unrest and murderous
riots. He falls asleep for a period of days, resistant to all efforts to rouse him. Upon awakening he finds that
he has metamorphosed into a woman – the same person, with the same personality and intellect, but in a
woman's body. Although the narrator of the novel professes to be disturbed and befuddled by Orlando's
change, the fictional Orlando complacently accepts the change. From here on, Orlando's amorous
inclinations change frequently although she stays biologically female.
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From reader reviews:

Sonia Cramer:

The book Orlando gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Orlando to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Orlando. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Susan Belcher:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to
remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Orlando book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Don Morris:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Orlando why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Maria Forshee:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be examine. Orlando can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.
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