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In Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico Jennie Purnell reconsiders peasant
partisanship in the cristiada of 1926–29, one episode in the broader Mexican Revolution and the last major
popular rebellion in Mexican history. While some scholars have argued that the Mexican Revolution was a
people’s rebellion that aimed to destroy the political and economic power of the elites to the benefit of the
peasants, others claim that the Revolution was a struggle between elites that left little room for popular
participation. Neither approach, however, explains why thousands of peasants sided with the Church against
the state and its program of agrarian reform—reform that was presumably in the best interest of the peasants.
Nor do they explain why so many peasants who considered themselves devout Catholics took up arms
against the Church.
Rather than viewing the cristeros (supporters of the Church) as victims of false consciousness or as religious
fanatics, as others have done, Purnell shows that their motivations—as well as the motivations of the
agraristas (supporters of the revolutionary state)—stem from local political conflicts that began decades, and
sometimes centuries, before the Revolution. Drawing on rich but underutilized correspondence between
peasants and state officials written over the course of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Purnell shows
how these conflicts shaped the relationships between property rights, religious practice, and political
authority in the center-west region of Mexico and provides a nuanced understanding of the stakes and
interests involved in subsequent conflicts over Mexican anticlericalism and agrarian reform in the 1920s.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Popular Movements and State Formation in
Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán book because this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Kenneth Allen:

Typically the book Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and
Cristeros of Michoacán has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this
book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Paul Anderson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and
Cristeros of Michoacán offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Charles Bock:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Popular Movements and State Formation in
Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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