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As Americans geared up for World War II, each state responded according to its economy and
circumstances—as well as the disposition of its citizens. This book considers the war years in Iowa by
looking at activity on different home fronts and analyzing the resilience of Iowans in answering the call to
support the war effort.

With its location in the center of the country, far from potentially threatened coasts, Iowa was also the center
of American isolationism—historically Republican and resistant to involvement in another European war.
Yet Iowans were quick to step up, and Lisa Ossian draws on historical archives as well as on artifacts of
popular culture to record the rhetoric and emotion of their support.

Ossian shows how Iowans quickly moved from skepticism to overwhelming enthusiasm for the war and
answered the call on four fronts: farms, factories, communities, and kitchens. Iowa’s farmers faced labor and
machinery shortages, yet produced record amounts of crops and animals—even at the expense of valuable
topsoil. Ordnance plants turned out bombs and machine gun bullets. Meanwhile, communities supported war
bond and scrap drives, while housewives coped with rationing, raised Victory gardens, and turned to home
canning.

The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939–1945 depicts real people and their concerns, showing the price paid in
physical and mental exhaustion and notes the heavy toll exacted on Iowa’s sons who fell in battle. Ossian
also considers the relevance of such issues as race, class, and gender—particularly the role of women on the
home front and the recruitment of both women and blacks for factory work—taking into account a prevalent
suspicion of ethnic groups by the state’s largely homogeneous population.

The fact that Iowans could become loyal citizen soldiers—forming an Industrial and Defense Commission
even before Pearl Harbor—speaks not only to the patriotism of these sturdy midwesterners but also to the
overall resilience of Americans. In unraveling how Iowans could so overwhelmingly support the war, Ossian
digs deep into history to show us the power of emotion—and to help us better understand why World War II
is consistently remembered as “the Good War.”
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kelsey Dehart:

Typically the book The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 will bring that you the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Joni Harris:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-
1945 that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 become your personal starter.

Travis Berry:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Home Fronts of Iowa,
1939-1945 is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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