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A very Australian story of heroism and healing.

In 2004 Garth Callender, a junior cavalry officer, was deployed to Iraq. He quickly found his feet leading
convoys of armoured vehicles through the streets of Baghdad and into the desert beyond. But one morning
his crew was targeted in a roadside bomb attack. Garth became Australia’s first serious casualty in the war.

After recovering from his injuries, Garth returned to Iraq in 2006 as second-in-command of the Australian
Army’s security detachment in Baghdad. He found a city in the grip of a rising insurgency. His unit had to
contend with missile attacks, suicide bombers and the death by misadventure of one of their own, Private
Jake Kovco.

Determined to prevent the kinds of bomb attacks that left him scarred, Garth volunteered once more in 2009
– to lead a weapons intelligence team in Afghanistan. He was helicoptered to blast zones in the aftermath of
attacks, and worked to identify the insurgent bomb-makers responsible.

Revealing, moving, funny and full of drama, Garth Callender’s story is one of a kind.

‘I urge you to read this important, engaging book. There are so few firsthand accounts from our frontline
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.’—Leigh Sales

‘Garth Callender, a wounded veteran, tells his story of multiple combat tours with acid intensity. Stark,
brutal and honest, After the Blast exposes the ghastly business of modern warfare. It is an uncompromising
account that will shock some readers. Callender pulls no punches; his raw emotions, fears, loves, frustrations
and anger are unflinchingly recalled. This book provides a rare insight to the harsh realities of Australia's
contemporary conflicts.’—Major General John Cantwell, AO, DSC, author of Exit Wounds

‘Garth Callender shows you what soldiers really think – and, more importantly, feel.’—James Brown, author
of Anzac’s Long Shadow

Garth Callender left the regular Australian Army in 2013 after a distinguished seventeen-year career, during
which he served in Iraq and Afghanistan and rose to the rank of major. He now works for an Australian
technology company that is developing new ways to detect concealed explosives.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Christopher Helland:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline After the Blast: An
Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistan suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistanis a
single of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Paul Kindig:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge
to other individuals. When you read this After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistan, you
may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a publication.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistan your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and



Afghanistan giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
data for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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