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One of the most fundamental questions for social scientists involves diffusion events; simply put, how do
ideas spread and why do people embrace them? In Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in
Brazil, Natasha Borges Sugiyama examines why innovations spread across political territories and what
motivates politicians to adopt them. Sugiyama does so from the vantage point of Brazilian politics, a home to
innovative social sector reforms intended to provide the poor with access to state resources. Since the late
1980s, the country has undergone major policy transformations as local governments have gained political,
fiscal, and administrative autonomy. For the poor and other vulnerable groups, local politics holds special
importance: municipal authorities provide essential basic services necessary for their survival, including
social assistance, education, and health care. Brazil, with over 5,000 municipalities with a wide variety of
political cultures and degrees of poverty, thus provides ample opportunities to examine the spread of
innovative programs to assist such groups. Sugiyama delves into the politics of social sector reforms by
examining the motivations for emulating well-regarded programs. To uncover the mechanisms of diffusion,
her analysis contrasts three paradigmatic models for how individuals choose to allocate resources: by
advancing political self-interest to gain electoral victories; by pursuing their ideological commitments for
social justice; or by seeking to demonstrate adherence to the professional norms of their fields. Drawing on a
mixed-method approach that includes extensive field research and statistical analysis on the spread of model
programs in education (especially Bolsa Escola, a school grant program) and health (Programa Saúde da
Família, a family health program), she concludes that ideological convictions and professional norms were
the main reasons why mayors adopted these programs, with electoral incentives playing a negligible role.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the
Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) book is readable through you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Diffusion of Good
Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Diffusion of Good
Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Lillian Tobias:

Beside this specific Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen
Kellogg Institute for International Studies) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for
International Studies) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Jose Banks:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in
Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Vincent Newton:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. Through the book Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen
Kellogg Institute for International Studies) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life with this book Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil
(From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies). You can more appealing than now.
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