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The Supreme Court is one of the most extraordinary institutions in our system of government. Charged with
the responsibility of interpreting the Constitution, the nine unelected justices of the Court have the awesome
power to strike down laws enacted by our elected representatives. Why does the public accept the Court’s
decisions as legitimate and follow them, even when those decisions are highly unpopular? What must the
Court do to maintain the public’s faith? How can the Court help make our democracy work? These are the
questions that Justice Stephen Breyer tackles in this groundbreaking book.

Today we assume that when the Court rules, the public will obey. But Breyer declares that we cannot take
the public’s confidence in the Court for granted. He reminds us that at various moments in our history, the
Court’s decisions were disobeyed or ignored. And through investigations of past cases, concerning the
Cherokee Indians, slavery, and Brown v. Board of Education, he brilliantly captures the steps—and the
missteps—the Court took on the road to establishing its legitimacy as the guardian of the Constitution.

Justice Breyer discusses what the Court must do going forward to maintain that public confidence and argues
for interpreting the Constitution in a way that works in practice. He forcefully rejects competing approaches
that look exclusively to the Constitution’s text or to the eighteenth-century views of the framers. Instead, he
advocates a pragmatic approach that applies unchanging constitutional values to ever-changing
circumstances—an approach that will best demonstrate to the public that the Constitution continues to serve
us well. The Court, he believes, must also respect the roles that other actors—such as the president,
Congress, administrative agencies, and the states—play in our democracy, and he emphasizes the Court’s
obligation to build cooperative relationships with them.

Finally, Justice Breyer examines the Court’s recent decisions concerning the detainees held at Guantánamo
Bay, contrasting these decisions with rulings concerning the internment of Japanese-Americans during
World War II. He uses these cases to show how the Court can promote workable government by respecting
the roles of other constitutional actors without compromising constitutional principles.

Making Our Democracy Work is a tour de force of history and philosophy, offering an original approach to
interpreting the Constitution that judges, lawyers, and scholars will look to for many years to come. And it
further establishes Justice Breyer as one of the Court’s greatest intellectuals and a leading legal voice of our
time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Making Our Democracy Work: A
Judge's View will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Ben Hernandez:

Here thing why this Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Making Our
Democracy Work: A Judge's View. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's
View in e-book can be your alternate.

Matthew White:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Robert Rascoe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Making Our Democracy Work: A
Judge's View.
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