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Ever since man first cultivated plants and grew crops, insects, mites and other creatures have risen to
prominence as pests, but it is only throughout the last two centuries that we have come to study them in any
detail.

Whereas in the past, emphasis has mainly been placed on ways to protect cultivated plants from attack or
damage, nowadays our over-reliance on pesticides has been replaced by a far more enlightened approach to
plant protection. Though chemical pesticides still have a role to play, environmental aspects and non-
chemical means of pest control have become equally, if not more, important. This requires a greater
appreciation of ecosystems, coupled with a greater understanding of individual pests, including their habits
and their role in the environment.

Drawing on a lifetime of experience, David V. Alford provides a fascinating account of the natural history of
the insects and mites that inhabit our farms and gardens, and feed on our cultivated plants. He shows how
and why the different operations of cultivation affect their world, and why plant pests should not be viewed
as different from other wildlife. Coverage of pests includes aliens, and although emphasis is placed mainly
on arable and horticultural field crops, pests of protected crops - both edible and non-edible - are also
included. Details of pest life cycles, status, distribution and the damage they cause are given, and natural
enemies of pests are examined. The author also explores the impact of pesticides, climate change and
evolving crop management practices.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Weiss:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Plant Pests (Collins New Naturalist
Library, Book 116) to read.

Grace Harrell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Plant Pests (Collins New Naturalist Library,
Book 116), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Alexander Ray:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Plant Pests (Collins New
Naturalist Library, Book 116) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Plant Pests (Collins New Naturalist Library, Book
116) become your own starter.

Margaret Pace:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Plant Pests (Collins New Naturalist Library, Book 116) when you desired it?
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