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The stellar play and fascinating backstories of exiled Cuban sluggers and hurlers in Major League Baseball
(MLB) has become one of the biggest headlines in America's national pastime. On-field exploits by colorful
Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig, American League rookie-of-the-year José Abreu, home run derby champion
Yoenis Céspedes, radar-gun busting Cincinnati fast-baller Aroldis Chapman, and a handful of others have
been further enhanced by feel-good tales of desperate Cuban superstars risking their lives to escape Fidel
Castro’s communist realm and chase a celebrated American Dream of financial and athletic success. But a
truly ugly underbelly to this story has also slowly emerged, one that involves human smuggling operations
financed by Miami crime syndicates, operated by Mexican drug cartels, and conveniently ignored by big
league ball clubs endlessly searching for fresh waves of international talent.

In Cuba’s Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story, Cuban baseball expert Peter C. Bjarkman reveals the
complete truth behind the wave of Cuban big league talent coming to MLB. Given rare access to Cuba and
its ballplayers, Bjarkman has spent over twenty years traveling to all corners of the island getting to know the
top Cuban stars and witnessing their baseball struggles and triumphs. In this book, Bjarkman places recent
events—including the apparent thaw in US-Cuba relations—in the context of Cuban baseball history and
tradition before delving into the stories of the major Cuban stars who have left the island. He reveals the
personal histories of these players, explains the events that led them to eventually choose defection from
their homeland, and details their harrowing journeys to reach US shores and achieve baseball stardom.
Players whose big league dreams failed are also discussed, as are Cuba’s recent efforts to stem the defection
tide through working agreements with the Japanese and Mexican leagues.

Unique in its balanced perspective of Cuban baseball and its star players, Cuba’s Baseball Defectors not only
shares the author’s first-hand account of many previously misreported events, it also provides a view of the
illegal smuggling of ballplayers from the perspective of Cuban baseball officials whose voices have often not
been heard. With a conclusion outlining a likely scenario for future relations between Major League Baseball
and the Cuban League, this book will fascinate baseball fans, those interested in the history of US-Cuba
relations, and those wanting to learn more about the unsavory story of human trafficking in the name of
baseball glory.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story can be fine
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Lisa Thomason:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Christina Webb:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Jaime Friend:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.
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