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A disrobing acrobat, a female Hamlet, and a tuba-playing labor activist—all these women come to life in
Rank Ladies. In this comprehensive study of women in vaudeville, Alison Kibler reveals how female
performers, patrons, and workers shaped the rise and fall of the most popular live entertainment at the turn of
the century.

Kibler focuses on the role of gender in struggles over whether high or low culture would reign in vaudeville,
examining women's performances and careers in vaudeville, their status in the expanding vaudeville
audience, and their activity in the vaudevillians' labor union. Respectable women were a key to vaudeville's
success, she says, as entrepreneurs drew women into audiences that had previously been dominated by
working-class men and recruited female artists as performers. But although theater managers publicly
celebrated the cultural uplift of vaudeville and its popularity among women, in reality their houses were
often hostile both to female performers and to female patrons and home to women who challenged
conventional understandings of respectable behavior. Once a sign of vaudeville's refinement, Kibler says,
women became associated with the decay of vaudeville and were implicated in broader attacks on mass
culture as well.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural
Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture) book since this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

William Lyons:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in
American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Eunice Huynh:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural
Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture), you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Carole Arehart:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and
American Culture) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.
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