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Viruses are big news. From pandemics such as HIV, swine flu, and SARS, we are constantly being
bombarded with information about new lethal infections. In this Very Short Introduction Dorothy Crawford
demonstrates how clever these entities really are. From their discovery and the unravelling of their intricate
structures, Crawford demonstrates how these tiny parasites are by far the most abundant life forms on the
planet. With up to two billion of them in
each litre of sea water, viruses play a vital role in controlling the marine environment and are essential to the
ocean's delicate ecosystem.

Analyzing the threat of emerging virus infections, Crawford recounts stories of renowned killer viruses such
as Ebola and rabies as well as the less known bat-borne Nipah and Hendra viruses. Pinpointing wild animals
as the source of the most recent pandemics, she discusses the reasons behind the present increase in
potentially fatal infections, as well as evidence suggesting that long term viruses can eventually lead to
cancer.

By examining our lifestyle in the 21st century, Crawford looks to the future to ask whether we can ever live
in harmony with viruses, and considers the ways in which we may need to adapt to prevent emerging viruses
with devastating consequences.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

April Young:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Viruses: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have different opinion?

Richard Segers:

Typically the book Viruses: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Viruses: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Fern Barron:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Viruses: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Betty Serrano:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Viruses: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Viruses: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.
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