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Traces the history of two rival American economic moralities from colonial times to the present.

Since colonial times, two discernable schools have debated major issues of economic morality in America.
The central norm of one morality is the freedom, or autonomy, of the individual and defines virtues, vices,
obligations, and rights by how they contribute to that freedom. The other morality is relational and defines
economic ethics in terms of behaviors mandated by human connectedness. America’s Economic Moralists
shows how each morality has been composed of an ethical outlook paired with a compatible economic
theory, each supporting the other. Donald E. Frey adopts a multidisciplinary approach, not only drawing
upon historical economic thought, American religious thought, and ethics, but also finding threads of
economic morality in novels, government policies, and popular writings. He uses the history of these two
supported yet very different views to explain the culture of excess that permeates the morality of today’s
economic landscape.

“…Frey provides an interesting history of two ethical streams within American political economy. The result
is an extensive account of those individuals throughout American history who have unabashedly promoted
normative economic values … There is no doubt that economic historians, seminarians, and those generally
interested in the history of economic thought would greatly benefit from reading Frey’s book.” — History of
Economic Ideas

“Donald Frey, in a gem of a book, lays out the arguments made over more than three centuries in America
regarding the appropriate balance between pursuit of self-interest and obligation to community … a major
contribution to the history of economic thought.” — Journal of the History of Economic Thought

“Do not be deceived by the apparent thinness of this book. The mere 216 pages are dense, the subject is
weighty … there is probably no one out there except for Frey who brings to the subject of economics and
ethics the impressive historical breadth of this book.” — Research in the History of Economic Thought and
Methodology

“…a monumental project that surveys the work of over 100 writers and their treatment of autonomy and
relational morality … America’s Economic Moralists is an invaluable resource. Frey’s two categories of
moralists provide an innovative typology around which constructive discussion of morality and economics
can occur.” — Christian Century

“…a book full of new thoughts and ideas … It is a book that is needed and ought to be widely read so that
everyone might come to understand what lies behind their thinking.” — Review of Social Economics

“…America’s Economic Moralists is one of those still rare academic explorations of this subject … The
strength of Frey’s book lies in the author’s ability to condense the study of a quite large number of schools of
economic morality into workable, chronologically directed chapters … provide[s] a useful lens for thinking
through competing visions of economic morality in America, and underscores the truth that there is no such
thing as a value-free economic science.” — EH.net



“…Frey’s book is a timely and welcome contribution to the literature on ethics in business and economics.
He provides scholars the much-needed historical background on the development of thoughts related to
economic morality since Colonial times.” — CHOICE

Donald E. Frey is Professor of Economics at Wake Forest University and the author of Tuition Tax Credits
for Private Education: An Economic Analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Rosenbaum:

The actual book America's Economic Moralists: A History of Rival Ethics and Economics will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book America's
Economic Moralists: A History of Rival Ethics and Economics is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Edna Miller:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this America's
Economic Moralists: A History of Rival Ethics and Economics.

Duane Zook:

Exactly why? Because this America's Economic Moralists: A History of Rival Ethics and Economics is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Cherly Plaster:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
America's Economic Moralists: A History of Rival Ethics and Economics your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The America's Economic Moralists: A History of Rival
Ethics and Economics giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an



activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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