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Escape Artist—based on Glenn Lovell’s extensive interviews with John Sturges, his wife and children, and
numerous stars including Clint Eastwood, Robert Duvall, and Jane Russell—is the first biography of the
director of such acclaimed films as The Magnificent Seven, The Great Escape, and Bad Day at Black Rock.
Lovell examines Sturges’s childhood in California during the Great Depression; his apprenticeship in the
editing department of RKO Pictures, where he worked on such films as Gunga Din and Of Human Bondage;
his service in the Army Air Corps in World War II; and his emergence as one of the first independent
producer-directors in Hollywood.
Chronicling the filmmaker’s relationships with such luminaries as Spencer Tracy, James Garner, Yul
Brynner, and Frank Sinatra, Escape Artist interweaves biography with critical analyses of Sturges’s hits and
misses. Along the way, Lovell addresses the reasons why Sturges has been overlooked in the ongoing
discussion of postwar Hollywood and explores the director’s focus on masculinity, machismo, and male-
bonding in big-budget, ensemble action films. Lovell also examines Sturges’s aesthetic sensibility, his talent
for composing widescreen images, and his uncanny ability to judge raw talent—including that of Steve
McQueen, Charles Bronson, and James Coburn, all of whom began their careers in Sturges’s movies.
            This long overdue study of a major Hollywood director will find a welcome home in the libraries of
film scholars, action movie buffs, and anyone interested in the popular culture of the twentieth century.

Best Books for Special Interests, selected by the American Association of School Librarians, and Best Books
for General Audiences, selected by the Public Library Association

"Pick up a copy of film critic and scholar Glenn Lovell's terrific new Sturges biography, Escape Artist. . . . I
can't urge you enough to check out this interview-rich, aesthetically and culturally perceptive look at the
filmmaker and his work."—Bob Strauss, Los Angeles Daily News

“Lovell’s list of interviewees reads like a who’s who of Hollywood and they obviously provided rich source
material for this full-scale biography and career survey.”— Leonard Maltin

“This long overdue study of a major Hollywood director will find a welcome home in the libraries of film
scholars, action movie buffs, and anyone interested in the popular culture of the twentieth century.”—Turner
Classic Movies (TCM.com)
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Escape Artist: The Life and Films of John
Sturges (Wisconsin Studies in Film) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Anthony Youngblood:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Escape Artist: The Life and Films of John Sturges (Wisconsin Studies in Film), you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
guide.

Bridgett Killion:

The publication with title Escape Artist: The Life and Films of John Sturges (Wisconsin Studies in Film)
includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book
exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Peter Singleton:

Beside this Escape Artist: The Life and Films of John Sturges (Wisconsin Studies in Film) in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Escape Artist: The Life and Films of John Sturges (Wisconsin
Studies in Film) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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