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The 2008 presidential election made American history. Yet before Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, there
were other "historic firsts": Shirley Chisholm, who ran for president in 1972, and Jesse Jackson, who ran in
1984 and 1988. While unsuccessful, these campaigns were significant, as they rallied American voters across
various racial, ethnic, and gender groups. One can also argue that they heightened the electoral prospects of
future candidates. Can "historic firsts" bring formerly politically inactive people (those who previously saw
no connection between campaigns and their own lives) into the electoral process, making it both relevant and
meaningful?

In Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics, Evelyn M. Simien makes the
compelling argument that voters from various racial, ethnic, and gender groups take pride in and derive
psychic benefit from such historic candidacies. They make linkages between the candidates in question and
their own understanding of representation, and these linkages act to mobilize citizens to vote and become
actively involved in campaigns.

Where conventional approaches to the study of American political elections tend to focus on socioeconomic
factors, or to study race or gender as isolated factors, Simien's approach is intersectional, bringing together
literature on both race and gender. In particular she compares the campaigns of Jackson, Chisholm, Obama
and Clinton, and she draws upon archival material from campaign speeches, advertising, and newspaper
articles, to voter turnout reports, exit polls, and national surveys to discover how race and gender determined
the electoral context for the campaigns. In the process, she reveals the differences that exist within and
between various racial, ethnic and gender groups in the American political process at the presidential level.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

In other case, little folks like to read book Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S.
Politics. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book
or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's read.

Richard Kitterman:

This Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. That Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S.
Politics without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics can bring whenever
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Cristen Washington:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Historic Firsts: How Symbolic
Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics become your
own starter.

Francisco Garcia:

You can get this Historic Firsts: How Symbolic Empowerment Changes U.S. Politics by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile



phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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